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LETTBE OF WILLIAM ELLEEY. 

(COMMUNICATED BY FRANK WILLINa LEACH.) 

[The original of the following letter is in the possession of Miss El- 
lery, of Newport, E. I., a granddaughter of the " Signer," who resides 
in the old family mansion on Thames Street. The letter is written by 
the "Signer" to his elder brother, Benjamin. Benjamin Ellery was born 
February 5, 1725 ; graduated from Harvard 1747 ; and died December 
12, 1797.] 

Philadelphia July 10th 1776 
Dear Brother, 

I am extremely obliged to you for your repeated Favours, 
and am glad to find that amidst your Misfortunes, and our 
common Calamities you preserve so much Fortitude of 
Mind. — ^We have lived to see a Period which a few years ago 
no human forecast could have imagined. We have lived to 
see these Colonies shake of, or rather declare themselves in- 
dependent of a State which they once gloried to call their 
Parent — I said declare themselves independent ; for it is One 
Thing for Colonies to declare themselves independent, and 
another to establish themselves in Independancy — For this 
Establishment the Congress are exerting every Nerve, and I 
rejoice to see this as well as the other American States ready 
to execute their Measures — Six hundred of the Associators 
of this State have already marched and Thousands are pre- 
paring to march to the Jersey. — The Lower Counties are 
ready to send forth the Troops they can spare to oppose the 
Army under Genl. Howe, and Maryland will soon furnish 
its Quota of the Flying Camp. I wish it may be feasible 
to attack the British Forces before the Reinforcement or 
rather the Army shall arrive — By the best Accts We can 
get, 20,000 Troops may be daily expected. — A great Stroke 
will be struck in a short Time. The Events of "War are un- 
certain. — God send the Victory. We have nothing New. — 
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I send you inclosed the News-Paper of this Day, in which 
you will take IsTotice that the Declaration of Independency 
was proclaimed at the State-House ; but it is not published 
that the late King's Arms were taken from thence and the 
Court House that Morning and were burned that evening 
near the Coffee House. — What a surprizing Alteration hath 
taken Place here in the Course of a few Months ! — However 
there are still in this State, as well as in Jersey, the Lower 
Counties, Maryland and New York a Number of Tories 
who will show themselves should Howes Army be success- 
ful. I am as much afraid of those villains as of the British 
Troops with their mercenary Auxiliaries — A good Lookout is 
constantly kept and any Rising of them will be immediately 
surpressed. — Major Rogers who was under Guard here made 
his Escape last Evening. He may do Mischief, if he should 
not be taken — I shall agreeable to your Desire write to a 
certain Gentleman, by the Bearer of this. As we have 
nothing New to communicate do not write to the Colony. — 
I am determined to write to the Governor every Fortnight 
whether "We have any Thing New or not, and oftner if any 
Thing material should in the mean Time occur. — I wrote 
to him last Saturday and shall in Course write to him next 
Saturday "Week. By calculating you will know when to 
wait upon him for News. — I shall write to you as I have 
Opportunity and hope you Avill continue your Favours to 
yrs W. E. — My Love to your "Wife & Children. 
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